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➢ Retain our rights 
Once manuscripts have been accepted by 
a journal, publishers require authors to 
sign a Copyright Transfer Agreement. 
Under ILRI contracts, the intellectual 
property of information products written 
by ILRI staff belongs to ILRI. Therefore, 
any agreements MUST be signed on 
behalf of ILRI by the Legal Counsel.  
 
Increasingly, publishers will publish our 
products with open licenses and such 
options should be negotiated (and paid 
for if required; most donors allow us to 
budget such costs into projects). 
 
For books, many publishers recognize 
that we want to make the full digital 
product open access through our 
repository six months after publication, 
especially where we agree to ‘buy back’ 
an agreed number of print copies. This 
can be negotiated at contract stage and 
cleared with the Legal Counsel.  
 
Where publishers are reluctant to publish 
open access, CGIAR recommends that 
authors use an Author Addendum to 
ensure we retain key rights to deposit 
and re-use.  
 
➢ Deposit 
As soon as the peer review process has 
concluded and your article manuscript 
has been finalized, deposit a copy of the 
manuscript into CGSpace—ILRI’s 
information products repository. 
 
➢ Share 
Promote your published products; use 
consistent, permanent DOI and CGSpace 
HANDLE addresses to facilitate discovery 
and help track attention and citations. 
Under the terms of CGIAR and ILRI polices on 
open access, “Best efforts” shall be used to 
make all information products—including 
journal articles, books and chapters—open 
access, “subject always to the legal rights 
and legitimate interests of stakeholders and 
third parties, including intellectual property 
rights, confidentiality, sensitivity, farmers’ 
rights and privacy.” 
 
➢ Peer-reviewed journal articles 
Should be deposited in a suitable repository 
and made open access as soon as possible, 
ideally at the time of publication, and no 
later than 6 months from the date of 
publication. Where an author publishes in a 
closed access journal, he/she shall self-
archive in an Open Access repository a digital 
version of the final accepted manuscript (the 
“postprint” version). 
 
➢ Books and book chapters 
The full digital version of books and book 
chapters shall be made open access as soon 
as possible after publication and in any event 
within 6 months either through self-archiving 
or other suitable publication arrangements. 
 
Some investors, BMGF for instance, require 
us to comply with global access provisions 
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Rights and permissions 
We give all ILRI’s information products an open 
creative commons license—see below and at 
ilri.org/copyright. This appears on all our reports 
and publications and web sites; it is the ‘ideal’ for 
all articles, books and chapters though in practice 
a more limited CC license is often the best we can 
achieve. ILRI’s license allows all types of uses, 




 This product is copyrighted by the 
International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI).  
 
It is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International Licence. Unless 
otherwise noted, you are free to share (copy and 
redistribute the material in any medium or 
format), adapt (remix, transform, and build upon 
the material) for any purpose, even commercially, 
under the following conditions: 
• ATTRIBUTION. The work must be 
attributed, but not in any way that 
suggests endorsement by ILRI or the 
author(s). 
• For any reuse or distribution, the licence 
terms of this work must be made clear to 
others. 
• Any of the above conditions can be 
waived if permission is obtained from the 
copyright holder. 
• Nothing in this licence impairs or restricts 
the author’s moral rights. 
• Fair dealing and other rights are in no way 















Copyrights and licenses: Sheila Wainaina, 
s.wainaina@cgiar.org 
Repository, open access journals and predatory publishers:  
Abenet Yabowork, a.yabowork@cgiar.org 
Website:  ilri.org/open  
